
MILKSTONE AND DEEPLISH AREA FORUM 
 
 

Monday 9 June 2014 
Deeplish Community Centre, 

Hare Hill Street, Rochdale 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
 

Present: S. Ahmad (Chair), Mohammed Ibraheem, Ghulam Shahzad OBE, Dawud Islam, 
Hajra Islam, Shah Wazir, Shahid Mohammed, Mehboob Hussain, Urshad Ul Haq, Shamshad Ali,  
M. Abdulah Khan, Nadeem, Vera Lomax, Shahnawaz Aslamm, Zahir Ihsaw, Shehzad Ali, S. Noel, 
Ann Beasley, John Beasley, Abbas Tariq, Mohammed Saleem, Mohammed Ali, Majid, Zaheer 
Abbas, Dr Mohammed Salim, Syed Abbin, Manzoor Hussain, Nazir Abid, Saleem Akhtar and Zia 
Azam 
 
Officers: Andy Dawson (Township Management), M. Sheraz (Youth Service), Patricia 
Richardson (PCSO), Mark Fletcher (PCSO), Mohammed Nadeem (PCSO), Z. Shah (PCSO) and 
Tony Thomas (Environmental Management) 
 
Councillors: Terry Linden 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and introduced Officers present.  Apologies were received 
from Shamuna Ahmad (Blue Orchid), Derek Snowdon (resident) and Angela Coric (resident).  All 
present were referred to the code of conduct and were asked to abide by the code for the duration 
of the meeting. 
 
2. MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES 
The previous minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record, the updates were given and the 
following matters arose. 
 
Canal side Lighting column  
Although the lamp was replaced it was reported that it still does not work. 
Action 1: Contact Street Lighting. (Andy Dawson) 
 
Residents of Old Manchester Road 
Councillor Linden addressed the forum.  Three objections went to the Planning Committee and the 
recommendations were discussed.  Councillors decided to go ahead with the scheme which has 
been implemented for a number of years.  Residents present said that there were more objections 
sent in prior to the committee meeting, however, confirmed that they did not know who they went to 
or who it was that objected.  A resident passed on five copies of letters that they said went in to the 
Planning Committee.  Residents were informed that the scheme is in place and it is very unlikely 
that it will be reversed.  There was opportunity for all residents affected by the Traffic Regulation 
Order (TRO) at the time of consultation to submit objections, however, there were only three sent in 
at the time. 
 
Contact Highways to promote new car park 
The forum was advised to wait for the outcome of the traffic survey of the area. 
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Alley-gating scheme rear 52-72 King Street 
The forum was informed that there was a strong objection to this scheme, which Officers tried to 
overcome on numerous occasions without success.  There is also a lighting column in the middle of 
the alley which means the scheme would not be viable and that it is a public highway which requires 
public access.  There is no money available to de-commission the lighting column.  Given all these 
issues, the scheme will not go ahead.  Residents informed the forum that an alley gating scheme 
has been done with a lighting column enclosed which is very close to the requested scheme. 
Action 2: Ask about the situation of the lighting column that was incorporated in the other 
alley gating scheme. (Andy Dawson). 
 
Trainee PCSOs 
The chair introduced four trainee PCSOs to the forum.  The trainee PCSOs addressed the forum 
and expressed their enthusiasm to carry out community work.  The forum welcomed the PCSOs 
and wished them success in their chosen career. 
 
Youth Service Update 
Sheraz from the Youth Service provided an update to the forum on recent and upcoming activities. 
 A leaflet of the Youth Service programme for Rochdale Township was made available to residents. 
 
Residents asked about Stoneyfield Kick Pitch which is currently un-used. Sheraz said that he has a 
meeting on Wednesday 11th June 2014 with Environmental Management and will obtain an update. 
Action 3: Provide update to the next forum. (Mohammed Sheraz) 
 
The issue of youths getting involved with drugs came up and Sheraz was asked if he can do any 
work around the problem. 
Action 4: Provide update on Youth Service work on the subject to the next forum. 
(Mohammed Sheraz) 
 
In addition to the youth work a resident pointed out that the Big Games Day is on 12th July 2014 
between 11am and 3pm at Broadfield Park.  There will be activities for all children. 
 
Sheraz was thanked for attending and providing the information to the forum. 
 
Environmental Issues 
Tony Thomas from Environmental Management was introduced to the forum for residents to raise 
any environmental concerns. 
 
Residents of Pullman Street, Pomona Street, Park Street and Clifford Street raised the issues of 
double parking, drug dealing and dog fouling in these locations.  Councillor Linden mentioned that 
he had been in talks with the Community Safety Manager and GMP about these issues. 
Action 5: Increase patrols in these locations. (GMP/Tony Thomas) 
 
3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE 
GMP were welcomed to the forum. 
 
It was noted that crime figures in the area are very good as they have reduced. 
 
There have been ten drug crimes in the area and only five pieces of intelligence from residents.  
There have been a number of arrests of main drug dealers, however, it was noted that other people 
are quick to fill their places. 
 
Residents were informed that the issues surrounding Pullman Street, Pomona Street, Park Street 
and Clifford Street have been noted and will be addressed. 
 
A resident highlighted problems surrounding drug dealing on King Street.  GMP is not aware of this 
problem, however, it is noted and will be addressed.  Residents complained about the above issues 



at this forum and nothing has been done to tackle the problem, however, it was pointed out that 
there have been no reports to the police from residents and if it is not reported then GMP will not be 
aware that there is a problem. 
 
Residents were encouraged to report all incidents and obtain a crime reference number. 
Action 6: Look into the above issues and respond accordingly. (GMP) 
Action 7: Report all incidents to GMP to make them aware. (Resident) 
 
There has been no attendance at PACT meetings by residents.  Residents were encouraged to 
attend the PACT meetings or there is a risk of losing them altogether. 
 
Residents were asked to collect a leaflet outlining the dates and venues for the PACT meetings up 
until December from the back of the hall on their way out.  The leaflets will remain for building users. 
Action 8: Advertise on the radio and pass on the information via the Council of Mosques. 
(Ghulam Shahzad OBE) 
 
Residents raised the issue of travellers on Norwich Street.  The forum was informed that the 
travellers should be gone by Thursday of this week.  Residents were reminded that if travellers are 
on private land then it is up to the land owner to remove them not GMP or the Council.  If they are 
on Council owned land then the Council will deal with them accordingly. 
 
Residents pointed out that Pomona Street is dangerous due to speeding cars and there was 
concern that someone was going to be killed.  Residents were encouraged to phone all incidents in 
to the police to highlight the area as a hot spot. 
Action 9: Report all incidents to GMP. (Residents) 
 
Residents mentioned that there have been a number of house alarms going off for long periods of 
time causing a nuisance.  This was not an issue GMP would get involved with. 
Action 10: Contact environmental health and ask if they have any information to pass on to 
residents. Andy Dawson. 
 
The chair mentioned setting up a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in the area.  The officer present 
said he will assist with the scheme and be in contact with the chair to progress. 
Action 11: Set up Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. (Sohail Ahmad/GMP) 
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
King Street South alley gating 
Residents asked about alley gating in the area of 21 – 29 King Street South.  Residents were asked 
if they had reported incidents to the police which they confirmed they had not.  Councillor Linden 
informed residents that there is only £100k for schemes this year for the whole borough and priority 
will be given to the ones in most need. 
 
Bins on Milkstone Road 
Residents complained that there are not enough bins on Milkstone Road and those that are there 
are not large enough, not strategically placed and not bright enough.  Councillor Linden informed 
the forum that he walked down Milkstone Road and there are at least five bins, four of which are the 
larger type.  Residents were informed that the bins conform to relevant standards and will not be 
painted in bright colours. 
Action 12: Pass on the locations of the bins to residents. (Councillor Linden) 
 
NHS 
Resident Vera Lomax addressed the forum.  Vera provided leaflets with information regarding 
multinational corporations attempting to take over the NHS via the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP) together with a leaflet on Important Changes to Medical records. 
 Residents were encouraged to read the leaflets and sign up to resist what has been/is being 



implemented.  These leaflets were made available at the end of the meeting. 
 
McDonald’s ‘Love Where You Live’ 
Councillor Linden informed the forum that a manager at McDonald's Sandbrook Park is organising 
an event on 21st and 22nd June 2014 called ‘Love Where You Live’ where they send staff from their 
restaurant to areas within the town to clean up and make it nice for the community.  The manager 
emailed Councillor Linden to ask for the attendance of some local Councillors and residents to 
support their event.  They would like to invite Councillors and residents to their restaurant at 9.30am 
where they will be offering breakfast and refreshments before some photos with the local press and 
heading to their chosen area which is the canal between Sandbrook Park and Well I’ Th’ Lane to 
commence the litter pick and back to McDonald's for around lunch time.  Support from local 
Councillors and residents would be appreciated for their event as this is the start of their grand plan 
to visit many sites in Rochdale to give back to the community.  PCSO Mark Fletcher is involved with 
the scouting group and offered to support the scheme. 
Action 13: Attend and support the scheme.  (Ward Councillors, residents and the scouting 
group) 
 
Benefits Claims 
A resident expressed concern at the length of time it takes for benefits to be claimed which is four 
weeks.  The resident was informed that the system in place is much quicker than previous years 
and there is a backlog of people who are not responding to letters which, as a consequence, is 
causing delays.  The resident was asked to pass on the details to Councillor Linden and 
encouraged to contact the Benefits Office for further information. 
Action 14: Resident to pass on details and contact the Benefits Office. (Resident/Councillor 
Linden) 
 
At this point the remaining two ward Councillors entered the forum.  The chair welcomed the new 
ward Councillor Sameena Zaheer to the ward. 
 
5. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
Monday 15 September 2014 
6:30pm – 8:30pm 
Deeplish Community Centre 
 


	Minutes

